Neonatal Lymphedema from Thoracic Duct Obstruction Complicating Percutaneous Intravenous Central Catheterization.
Percutaneous intravenous central catheter (PICC) complications are not common and generalized edema and anasarca in neonates as a complication of PICC malposition is even rarer. Documentation of the pathomechanisms of lymphedema in cases of severe anasarca in neonates is not often done. Here we document thoracic duct obstruction as the cause of lymphedema in a neonate with severe nonpitting generalized edema. Most PICC procedures should ideally be guided by point-of-care bedside ultrasound (US), and this precaution may prevent malposition of PICC lines although it will not detect subsequent migration or extravasation.